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Study on Zhu Xi’s Thought of Clean Governance and Its Conte-

mporary Values

FENG Zhenggiang', ZHANG Qian? (1. Discipline Inspection Committee, Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang 464000,
Henan, China; 2. School of Foreign Languages, Xinyang Normal University, Xinyang 464000, Henan, China)

Abstract: The thought of clean governance is abundant in Zhu Xi’s extensive and profound system of neo-Confucianism. his
thought of clean governance is embodied in Honesty, a philosophical noumenon covering the four elements of benevolence to the
people and nature to relieve people from disasters, righteousness in punishing corrupt officials, separating public from private
interests in self-discipline and integrity, and education to promote local custom. His notions concerning conscientiousness,
respect and exploration into nature also cover basic modes for the generation and strengthening of clean governance. What is
enlightening in his thoughts can be found in loyalty to the Party, to the country, and to the people; the necessity of bearing in
mind the awareness of serving the people wholeheartedly; the awareness of the self-education to make self-promotions.

Key words: Zhu Xi; clean governance; honesty



